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idleness in England?" That was an unmistakable proof of want
of sympathy in the House for the wants of the working classes. . . .
working men must unite to form a working men's party, and in all
future elections where two Liberal candidates were to be elected^ they
must insist upon nominating one, allowing the middle classes to nominate
the other.'*
This demand was for representation within the Liberal Party,
and not for Labour as an independent political force, for, as the
late Mr, Frank Rose pointed out, 'not one of the "Old Brigade"
leaders ever regarded the use of the Unions' power in the direction
of making for a definitely organized political force as a possibility,
and certainly not one of them attempted to cultivate such a project.''
Three years later, in 1872, the need for Independent Labour
Representation was brought more clearly before the Trade Union
Congress held at Nottingham, after the House of Commons had
accepted an amendment inserted by the House of Lords to the
Trade Union Bill then being considered. This amendment was
carried in the Commons on the igth June by 147 votes as against
97, 'a majority of 50 composed of Tory and Liberal capitalists/
The report dealing with this incident was signed by men like
Mr. George Howell, Mr, Alexander McDonald, Mr. George
Potter, Mr. Joseph Leicester, and Mr. Lloyd Jones, but their faith
in the Liberal Party appeared not to be in the least degree disturbed,
It is advisable to remember in this connection that the Liberal
Party did not welcome Labour representatives in Parliament,
even when they were tame and obedient, for at the general election
of 1874, although fourteen candidates went to the poll, only Mr.
Burt and Mr. McDonald, the nominees of the Northumberland
miners, were elected, and only four out of the fourteen were allowed
straight fights with Tory opponents. The Trade Union Congress
of that year rejected a motion in favour of definite parliamentary
action, and accepted a resolution 'that each representative be at
liberty to take what action he thinks proper in the town or city
in which he resides.'3
The growth of a political consciousness among the members of
the trade unions of the time, began seriously to alarm the employing
classes. The manifesto of the Employers* Federation, issued in
December 1873, after bewailing the fact that the unions had
annual congresses and large resources, complained that 'they have
1 Quoted by F. H. Rose, The Coming Force, p. 23.
* Ibid. p. 26.                     8 Ibid. p. 29.